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April 14, 2023 
 

Emergency Disconnects for One and Two-Family Dwellings 
 
As with any adoption of a new code, new requirements come along 
with it. The 2020 edition of the National Electrical Code - NFPA 70. 
was adopted on September 6, 2022, at NJAC 5:23-3.16. With it 
came Article/Section 230.85, Emergency Disconnects, and applies to 
new services on one and 2-family dwellings only. For those of you 
familiar with the building codes, please do not apply these 
definitions. Remember, the NEC/2020 has specific definitions In 
Article 100, and this is where you would find how Article 230.85 
applies to these types of buildings: 

 

A "Dwelling, One-Family" means "A building that consists solely of 
one dwelling unit" and a "Dwelling, Two-Family" means “A building 
that consists solely of two dwelling units". 

Seeing the word "solely" above means Article 230.85 applies to one 
and two-family detached dwellings; this would not apply to 
townhouses/rowhomes or multi-family buildings. 

 

When it comes to a Rehabilitation project, one will note that the 
materials and methods at N.J.A.C. 5:23- 6.B(d) does not delete this 
section and would be included per the scope of a project, as 
outlined at N.J.A.C. 6:23-6.2(b). This requirement would be limited 
to complete service changes and upgrades to these types or homes. 
“Complete" implies that the project includes new service conductors, 
service entrance conductors and service equipment. 

 

Some Examples: 

• On a new 1 or 2-family dwelling, emergency disconnects, and 
surge protection are both required. 

• Replacement of Circuit Breaker Panel only? No 

 



  

  

• S.E. cable/conductors and/or Meter Socket replacement only? 
No 

• You must indicate 2017 Rehab on your permit if you wish, up 
until September 6, 2023 

• Replacing an entire service with one of identical size? 2020 
NEC Yes – 2017 Rehab - No 

• Upgrading a service to higher ampacity? 2020 NEC Yes – 2017 
Rehab - No 

 

230.85 Emergency Disconnects. (From the 2020 NEC) 

For one- and two-family dwelling units, all service conductors 
shall terminate in disconnecting means having a short-circuit 
current rating equal to or greater than the available fault current, 
installed in a readily accessible outdoor location. If more than one 
disconnect is provided, they shall be grouped. Each disconnect 
shall be one of the following: 

(1) Service disconnects marked as follows: 

EMERGENCY DISCONNECT - SERVICE DISCONNECT 

(2) Meter disconnects installed per 230.82(3) and marked as 
follows: 

EMERGENCY DISCONNECT - METER DISCONNECT - NOT SERVICE 
EQUIPMENT 

(3) Other listed disconnect switches or circuit breakers on the 
supply side of each service disconnect that are suitable for use as 
service equipment and marked as follows: 

EMERGENCY DISCONNECT - NOT SERVICE EQUIPMENT 

Markings shall comply with 110.21(B). 

One of the early questions we have received, pertains to whether 
a separate ground and neutral would be required when installing 
these disconnects, i.e.: the installations of subpanels. Officials 
should take note that the NEC offers three options for compliance. 
The only method that requires the disconnect to be marked as 
“Service Equipment" would be the only one that would require the 
installation of separate grounds and neutrals from that disconnect 
to the feeder panel in the interior of the dwelling. 

See illustrations on the next page: 



  

  

 
 

 

 

 



  

  

Another common call to code assistance. GFCI protection on AC 
systems up to 50A. Just signed into effect on April 4, 2023. The 
Electrical Subcode committee voted to postpone this as per TIA 20-19 
and TIA-23-3 in NFPA. No GFCI required on AC condensers until 
2026. No variation is required. 

210.8(F) Outdoor Outlets. (From the 2020 NEC) 

All outdoor outlets for dwellings, other than those covered in 
210.8(A)(3), Exception to (3), that are supplied by single-phase 
branch circuits rated 150 volts to ground or less, 50 amperes or less, 
shall have ground-fault circuit-interrupter protection for personnel. 

Exception No. 1:  

Ground-fault circuit-interrupter protection shall not be required on 
lighting outlets other than those covered in 210.8(C). 

Exception No. 2:  

Ground-fault circuit-interrupter protection shall not be required for 
listed HVAC equipment. This exception shall expire September 1, 
2026. 

 
  







 

Tentative Interim Amendment 
 

NFPA® 70® 
 

National Electrical Code® 
 

2020 Edition 
 
Reference:  210.8(F) and Exception No. 2(new) 
TIA 20-19 
(SC 22-8-16 / TIA Log #1653) 
 
Pursuant to Section 5 of the NFPA Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards, the National Fire Protection 
Association has issued the following Tentative Interim Amendment to NFPA 70®, National Electrical Code®, 2020 edition.  
The TIA was processed by the NEC Code-Making Panel 2, and the NEC Correlating Committee, and was issued by the 
Standards Council on August 12, 2022, with an effective date of September 1, 2022. 
 
1. Revise paragraph 210.8(F) to read as follows: 

210.8(F) Outdoor Outlets.  
All outdoor outlets for dwellings, other than those covered in 210.8(A)(3), Exception to (3), that are supplied by single-
phase branch circuits rated 150 volts to ground or less, 50 amperes or less, shall have ground-fault circuit-interrupter 
protection for personnel. This requirement shall become effective on January 1, 2023, for mini-split-type 
heating/ventilating/air-conditioning (HVAC) equipment and other HVAC units employing power conversion equipment 
as a means to control compressor speed. 
 

Informational Note: Power conversion equipment is the term used to describe the components used in HVAC 
equipment that is commonly referred to as a variable speed drive. The use of power conversion equipment to control 
compressor speed differs from multistage compressor speed control. 

 
Exception No. 1: Ground-fault circuit-interrupter protection shall not be required on lighting outlets other than those 
covered in 210.8(C).  
Exception No. 2: Ground-fault circuit-interrupter protection shall not be required for listed HVAC equipment. This 
exception shall expire September 1, 2026. 

 
 
 
 
 
Issue Date:  August 12, 2022 
 
Effective Date:  September 1, 2022 
 

(Note: For further information on NFPA Codes and Standards, please see www.nfpa.org/docinfo) 
Copyright © 2022 All Rights Reserved 

NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION 

http://www.nfpa.org/docinfo


 

Tentative Interim Amendment 
 

NFPA® 70® 
 

National Electrical Code® 
 

2023 Edition 
 
Reference:  210.8(F) and Exception No. 2(new) 
TIA 23-3 
(SC 22-8-17 / TIA Log #1654) 
 
Note: Text of the TIA was issued and approved for incorporation into the document prior to printing. 
 
1. Revise paragraph 210.8(F) to read as follows: 

210.8(F) Outdoor Outlets.  
For dwellings, all outdoor outlets, other than those covered in 210.8(A), Exception No. 1, including outlets installed in the 
following locations, and supplied by single-phase branch circuits rated 150 volts or less to ground, 50 amperes or less, 
shall be provided with GFCI protection: 
(1)   Garages that have floors located at or below grade level 
(2)   Accessory buildings  
(3)   Boathouses 
If equipment supplied by an outlet covered under the requirements of this section is replaced, the outlet shall be supplied 
with GFCI protection. 
Exception No. 1: GFCI protection shall not be required on lighting outlets other than those covered in 210.8(C). 
Exception No. 2: GFCI protection shall not be required for listed HVAC equipment. This exception shall expire 
September 1, 2026. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Issue Date:  August 12, 2022 
 
Effective Date:  September 1, 2022 
 

(Note: For further information on NFPA Codes and Standards, please see www.nfpa.org/docinfo) 
Copyright © 2022 All Rights Reserved 

NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION 
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